




Love Them Where 
They Are

Loving the World series

No Mark, not that 
World Series





Matthew 5: 13-16
“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it 
has lost its flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will 
be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.

“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop 
that cannot be hidden.  No one lights a lamp and then 
puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a 
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In 
the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to 
see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
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Love Them Where 
They Are

Loving the World, series



Who are They??

And



Who are They and Where are they?

•Who is my Neighbor?   
Matt. 19:19 Love your neighbor  Luke 10: 29-36 Good Samaritan

•Who is my mother and who are my brothers?
Mark 3:33      Luke 8:21 all who hear God’s word and obey it

•Wake up…Look to the fields… ready for harvest.
John 4:35



My problem

I never seem to know what to say





STORIES



Followers of Jesus
Tell Stories of Jesus



John 20: 31

But these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may 
have life in his name.



To those in a Storm
Jesus calms a storm       Mark 4:35-41



To the Marginalized/Outcast

Jesus cleanses a man with leprosy    Matt. 8: 2-3



To those Feeling Out of Control
Jesus restores man possessed by demons

Mark 5: 1-20



To those who carry Shame

Jesus does not condemn a woman caught in adultery     
John 8:2-11



To those Needing a Gentle Hug

Jesus embraces children Luke 18:15-17



To the Guilty
Jesus forgives a thief   Luke 23:40-43



Good vs. Godly

• Love of money is root of all 
kinds of evil (fruit)

• Heb. 12: 15 Root of bitterness 

• Romans 11:16 If roots are holy 
the fruit will be holy also

• Roots and Fruits –Faith, Hope, 
and Love = roots from which 
fruit comes out of our life.

Actions are important too!



You can count the number 
of seeds in an apple but 
you can not count the 

number of apples in a seed



In the same way, let your 
good deeds shine out for all 
to see, so that everyone will 
praise your heavenly Father.

Matt. 5:16



You ARE 
salt and light

As you look forward 
to your week what 
can you do to be all 
Jesus needs you to 
be. 



As we remember his 
sacrifice

•We renew our 
relationship

•We reaffirm our 
commitment to 
follow





I can’t do everything but I can 

be salt and light

We can build the best sailboat but if it is 
not in the wind it will not go anywhere.  



What story could you tell if a person who

• Has cancer

• Had a family member die

• Feels hopeless

• Is just sad



• At the end of the day, all I want to hear is: ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant’ (Matthew 25:23).”

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025.23




Loving Them Where They Are

• God to Adam

• Jesus to woman caught in Adultery

• Jesus to Samaritan woman

• Jesus to Zacchaeus

• Jesus to Thomas

• Jesus to Saul

• Paul in Athens



Influencing culture and society

Church is not to be separated from the world

Engaged- in it but not of it, 

City on a hill – light/seen by all, 

Salt – preserving, dispersed

Tim Keller – Cities and Salt

Planting and growing a church – needs Bible 
Translation (Scripture that speaks to the heart)

The social debate and the great reversal



If you love someone you learn to 
love what they love

How many missionaries there are?

How many people in the Sauk Valley are hungry?



• 1. Be transformed from within by the Spirit.

• 2. Renew faith, hope, and love.

• 3. Use imperatives to your advantage.



The Great Reversal – Moberg

1. Reaction to theological liberalism in Europe

2. Reaction to the social gospel

3. Disillusionment after World War 1 

4. Rise of pre-millenialism

5. Rise of evangelical faith among the middle class



Don’t ask what is God’s 
will for my life but what 

is God’s will for the 
world.

John Perkins



The fruit of an apple tree is apples
What is the fruit of an apple?

A Parable 


